Characters in
The Way of the World

A Study of the Key Figures in William Congreve’s Comedy of Manners
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Introduction

* The Way of the World is a Restoration comedy of
manners by William Congreve.

* It revolves around themes of love, deception,
marriage, and social conventions.

* The play features a variety of witty, cunning, and
comical characters.



Mirabell

* The witty and intelligent protagonist.

* In love with Millamant and seeks to marry her with
her full inheritance.

* Devises a complex plan to outwit Lady Wishfort.

* Represents the ideal Restoration gentleman—
charming, strategic, and honorable.



Millamant

* The fashionable and independent heroine.

* Loves Mirabell but insists on personal freedom in
marriage.

* Known for her sharp wit and charm.

* Represents a strong, self-assured woman in
Restoration society.



Lady Wishfort

* Millamant’s wealthy and aging aunt.

* Despises Mirabell because he previously pretended to
court her.

* Controls Millamant’s fortune, making her an obstacle
to Mirabell’s plans.

* Often ridiculed for her desperate attempts to appear
youthful.



Fainall

* A cunning and untrustworthy man married to Mrs.
Fainall.

* Secretly involved with Mrs. Marwood.

+ Seeks to gain control over his wife’s fortune and
manipulate Lady Wishfort.

* Represents deceit and corruption in marriage.



Mrs. Fainall

* Lady Wishfort’s daughter and Mirabell’s former lover.
* Trapped in an unhappy marriage with Fainall.

* Aware of the deceptions around her but lacks agency
to fight back.

* Represents the struggles of women in Restoration
society.



Mrs. Marwood

* A bitter and scheming woman who secretly loves
Mirabell.

* Helps Fainall in his plot against Mirabell and Lady
Wishfort.

* Driven by jealousy and revenge.
* Represents manipulation in relationships.



Waitwell & Foible

« Waitwell: Mirabell’s loyal servant who disguises
himself as Sir Rowland.

* Foible: Lady Wishfort’s clever maid who helps in
Mirabell’s plan.

* Their roles highlight the importance of trickery and
disguise in the play.



Sir Wilfull Witwoud

* Lady Wishfort’s nephew, intended as a suitor for
Millamant.

* Lacks refinement and social sophistication.
* Provides comic relief through his bumbling behavior.

* Represents the contrast between country and city
manners.



Witwoud & Petulant

* Witwoud: A foolish man who tries to appear witty but
often fails.

* Petulant: An equally foolish companion of Witwoud.

* Both characters satirize the pretentiousness of
Restoration society.

* Serve as comedic figures to lighten the tone of the
play.



Conclusion

* The play’s characters reflect the social and moral
complexities of Restoration England.

* Their interactions highlight themes of love,
deception, wit, and marriage.

* Through satire and clever dialogue, Congreve
critiques the society of his time.

* The Way of the World remains an important work in
the history of English drama.



Thank You!

* Further Reading: Explore other Restoration comedies
for a deeper understanding of the genre.

+ Refer to Google Classroom for Questions &
Discussions.



