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TRIBAL PEOPLE OF INDIA 

 

A tribe is a social division in a traditional society consisting of families linked by 

social, economic, religious, or blood ties, with a common culture and dialect. A tribe 

possesses certain qualities and characteristics that make it a unique cultural, social, and 

political entity. Their lifestyle is completely different from the rest of the world. With an 

obscure history they are still competing to get along with the modern trend. Their livelihood 

is mainly dependent on agriculture and handicrafts. Tribes are also known by the name 

‘Adivasis’ in India. Constitution of India has recognized tribal communities in India under 

‘Schedule 5’ of the constitution. Hence the tribes recognized by the Constitution are known 

as ‘Scheduled Tribes’. There are around 645 distinct tribes in India. The total population of 

Scheduled Tribes is 10.43 crore as per the Census 2011 which accounts for 8.6% of the total 

population of the country. The lively tableau of the tribal community stretches from the 

remote villages tucked in the Indian Himalayan region to southern – most tip of India and 

from the farthest corner of North East India to the dunes of Rajasthan. Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, West 

Bengal, and Karnataka are the State having a larger number of Scheduled Tribes These 

states account for 83.2% of the total Scheduled Tribe population of the country. Assam, 

Meghalaya, Nagaland, Jammu & Kashmir, Tripura, Mizoram, Bihar, Manipur, Arunachal 

Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu, accounting for another 15.3% of the total Scheduled Tribe 

population. The share of the remaining states / UTs is negligible. The Scheduled Tribes in 

India form the largest proportion of the total population in Lakshadweep and Mizoram 

followed by Nagaland and Meghalaya. Madhya Pradesh has the largest number of 

scheduled Tribes followed by Orissa. Bastar district of Chattisgarh consists of the largest 

number of Scheduled Tribes. There are no Scheduled Tribes in Punjab, Delhi, Chandigarh, 

Pondicherry, and Haryana. 

 

Note:  

1. In the next paragraph write about the major tribes found in India (arrange state-

wise if possible).  

2. Complete the assignment given 


